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Of the main four provinces of Pakistan, Sindh is one. Today’s Sindh is the outcome of an age-old 

civilisation, famous as Indus civilisation. The meaning of word Sindh is the country of the Indus 

(SINDHU) River. The term is driven its name from Sanskrit word Sindhu means river. Indus is 

termed as a river of life. Geographically, Sindh is positioned along the lower bank of the river 

Indus. Sindh constitutes a major part of the great Indus plain. The river Indus is about 2000 miles 

in length. In Sindh, it covers nearly 590 miles and then finally discharges into the Arabian Sea. In 

its, South is Rann of Kach and Kach state of India and on the eastern border is Rajasthan (India). 

Punjab and Baluchistan provinces of Pakistan lie to its north and west respectively (Brohi, 1991). 

It has 29 districts, and a population estimated 48293244 people in 2017 (Population Census, 

n.d.). 
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Who are peasants?  

“Peasants are smallholder farmers who have been incorporated into the polities and economies 

of large-scale societies…It may be safe to assert that a majority of the world's peoples could still, 

in some way, be considered peasants… Peasants utilize relatively simple technology and labour-

intensive production methods. The family is the basic unit of production and consump-

tion” (Roberts, n.d.). 

 

What are the peasants’ rights? 

“As human beings, peasants and other people working in rural areas are entitled to all human 

rights that have been recognized by the United Nations (UN) General Assembly since the adop-

tion of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, including those enshrined in the In-

ternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) adopted in 1966. However, almost 50 years after 

the adoption of these two instruments, the vulnerability of peasants and other people working 

in rural areas; including herders, pastoralists and fisher folk; remains of particular concern. They 

represent 70 percent of the people living in extreme poverty and 80 percent of the world hun-

gry. Hundreds of millions of them are victims of multiple discrimination and violations of human 

rights and most of them are not effectively protected by the International Labour laws because 

they are not engaged in the formal sector” (Golay, 2013). 
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MAIN HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Laws and policies 

In 2018, peasants in Sindh did not hear good news from the government and legislative assembly of 

Sindh. Only the landlords had received more subsidies from the political economy of the agriculture 

sector. 

 

In April 2018, the Sindh Minister for Agriculture had announced the Sindh agriculture policy for 2018 to 

2030 after its approval from the Sindh cabinet (Business Recorder, 2018). There are no peasants’ rights 

specific reviews of the policy. HWA sees the policy an outcome of corporate or business sector efforts 

to maximise profits on account of poor peasants.  

 

The policy is made under the World Bank’s project for Sindh. It is introduced in to enable the environ-

ment in which the corporations could grab land and hold the right to sell and purchase seeds. The simi-

lar policies introduced under the World Bank’s projects in other parts of the world have created the 

worst results for poor peasants.    

 

The policy totally ignores the issue of large land holding and land reforms. The policy considers that 

poverty is an outcome of the sharecropping system in Sindh where 56 per cent of the total land and 

about 60 per cent of all peasants are sharecroppers. It means the sharecropping is considered an issue 

but not the big landholding and non-implementation of the STA. 

 

In 2018, neither the Sindh Bonded Labour System Abolition System Act 2016 was implemented nor was 

amended to the law to protect the rights of peasants who are made bonded on false and illegal pre-

texts. 

 

In 2018, the STA was also neither implemented nor amended to improve and update it for the protec-

tion and better of peasants’ rights, which are beneficial for the larger society and eradication of pov-

erty. 

 

Peasants’ representation in assemblies 

In the Provincial Assembly of Sindh’s, for the session from 2018 to 2022, of the total 167 members of 

provincial assembly (MPA), only 21 MPAs’ professions were mentioned as landlords; and 13 mentioned 

as an agriculturist, which is the modern name of the landlord; and almost 104 MPAs’ professions were 

not mentioned; most of these belong to PPPP, and PPPP is the only feudal party with highest numbers 

of landlords. 

 

In the National Assembly of Pakistan, for the session from 2018 to 2022, of the total 61 general national 

assembly members (MNAs) seats, 35 (57 per cent) are landlords; the remaining (26) MNA members’ 
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status was not clear. Of the 35 known landlords, 30 (86 per cent) belonged to Pakistan’s biggest 

feudal party PPPP. 

 

The case of Krishna Kumar’s becoming a senator with the help of PPPP is important. After be-

coming the senator, she claimed that she would work for bonded women. Krishna pledged to 

take more efforts for the rights of women in rural Sindh who were deprived of basic facilities of 

life and were forced to work as bonded labour. Unfortunately, its third consecutive tenure of 

the PPPP’s government Sindh (apart from much tenure), the life of women in Sindh especially of 

peasants and bonded women has not changed rather miseries and atrocities have increased. 

 

Bonded Labour 

The Global Slavery Index 2018 says that there were over 3 million people under bonded labour 

in Pakistan. As per the Global Slavery Index 2018, Pakistan ranks eight among 167 nations. 

 

Laws prevail to eradicate the bonded labour issue; however, implementation is a major hurdle. 

 

Agriculture is the only sector where slavery is prevalent in all kinds of forms; slavery in the name 

of debt, slavery in the name of the house, slavery in the name of no other land, slavery in the 

name of power and exploitation. 

 

During 2018, 86 cases of bonded labourers’ release and escape from the captivity of the land-

lords were reported in local Sindhi and Urdu newspapers; of the total, only five were escaped 

news-cases. In all cases, 1421 bonded labourers were released and escaped, which include 485 

women and 494 children.  Of the total, 44 people had escaped from the captivity of landlords.  

 

By November 2017, HRCP had recorded release of 2,818 peasants from the captivity of landlords 

(HRCP, 2018). Most often the cases of release of bonded labourers are not reported. It appears 

that the media person or the media houses have lost news-ness in the bonded labour issue. 

 

Peasants in the international context 

On 17 December 2018, in its 73 Session, the UN General Assembly in New York had adopted the 

UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas. The declara-

tion has become an international legal instrument. It requires now to mobilise support at the 

regional and national levels for its implementation. Of the total 193 states, the declaration re-

ceived 121 votes in favour, eight votes against and 54 were absent. 
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The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) had given the least space to 

the peasants’ issues and rights in the Concluding Observations and Recommendations on the ini-

tial report of Pakistan, which the Committee had adopted in June 2017. In November 2004, Paki-

stan had signed the UN Convent on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights with reservations, which 

Pakistan withdrew in April 2008, and became a party to the Covenant in totality. 

 

It is also lamentable that the Committee in the Concluding Observations and Recommendations 

had unfortunately not recognised Pakistani peasants as peasants instead labelled them as farm-

ers, which is against the UN’s draft declaration on the rights of peasants and other people in rural 

areas. They should be known as treated as peasants as defined in the UN draft declaration. 
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CHAPTER 1: LEGISLATION AND POLICIES 

 

In 2018, peasants in Sindh did not hear good news from the government and legislative assembly 

of Sindh only the landlords heard had enough to enjoy from the political economy of the agricul-

ture sector. 

 

1.1. The Sindh Agriculture Policy 2018-2030 

In April 2018, the Sindh Minister for Agriculture had announced the Sindh agriculture policy for 

2018 to 2030 after its approval from the Sindh cabinet (Business Recorder, 2018). There are no 

peasants’ rights specific reviews of the policy. HWA sees the policy an outcome of corporate or 

business sector efforts to maximise profits on account of poor peasants. The policy is made under 

the World Bank’s project for Sindh. It is introduced in to enable the environment in which the cor-

porations could grab land and hold the right to sell and purchase seeds. The similar policies intro-

duced under the World Bank’s projects in other parts of the world have created the worst results 

for poor peasants.    

 

In July 2014, the World Bank approved the Sindh 

Agriculture Project for five years up until June 2019. 

The total approved project cost was USD88.70 mil-

lion. The project’s main purpose was to improve the 

productivity and market access of small and medium 

scale producers in commodity value chains. The pro-

ject has three components. 1) capacity building and 

institutional development, 2) investment for agricul-

tural growth, and 3) project management, and 

monitoring and evaluation.   

 

By the end of 2017, it was disclosed that the World Bank had extended the project duration from 

June 2019 to December 2020. The midterm review considered the project to be moderately satis-

factory. The breakthrough was believed to be the agriculture policy, which was introduced by the 

GoS for the first time.  

 

The Sindh Agriculture Growth Project clearly shows that it aimed to benefit influential landlords 

and corporate companies rather than the poor peasants (haris) and poor farm workers. The pro-

ject is in no way oriented toward the rights of peasants. 

 

In different parts of the world, in one decade alone, around 3.4 million people were displaced by 

the bank’s project, and hundreds of families had their homes burned down. The bank’s loan ap-

proach binds the GoS to make things easy and smooth for the corporations, which would result in 

land acquisition by corporations similar to how it happened in Liberia and the Philippines. 

 

The Sindh Agriculture Policy drafted under the World Bank project is primarily meant to provide 
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Bonded and forced labour are prohibited 

under section 4 of the Bonded Labour 

System Abolition Act 1992, and also 

sections 367, 370, 371A, 371B, and 374 

of the Pakistan Penal Code. Under sec-

tion 4 of the Sindh Bonded Labour Sys-

tem Abolition Act 2016, bonded and 

forced labours are prohibited (United 

States Department of Labour, 2018). 



legal and administrative protection and services to the large corporations for doing business out 

of agriculture; an approach that has resulted in the deprivation of the land rights and other basic 

livelihood resources of the poor people.  

 

The policy totally ignores the issue of large land holding and land reforms. It talks about to up-

date the STA “to align it to the internationally agreed Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 

Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests (May 2012) and ensure adequate enforce-

ment mechanisms” but it does not talk about protecting the rights of peasants under the UN 

Declaration on the Peasants Rights. 

 

The policy considers that poverty is an outcome of the sharecropping system in Sindh where 56 

per cent of the total land and about 60 per cent of all peasants are sharecroppers. It means the 

sharecropping is considered an issue but not the big landholding and non-implementation of the 

STA. The policy also lacks any provision to reduce control of the feudal and corporal sector in the 

agriculture sector and provide maximum benefit to the peasants or sharecroppers, which are 

the worst victims of poverty. The minister for agriculture claimed that the policy was also pre-

pared in consultation with the farmers and their associations (PAR, 2018); however, these farm-

ers were medium landholders, and among them are not the peasants who work on the land as 

sharecroppers or workers. 

 

FAO’s consultant claimed that the policy did not have a well-defined procedure and plan of ac-

tion to implement it. It also said that the government could not implement the policy (Dawn, 

2018, December 5). The GoS also announced to allocate Rs70 billion for the agriculture sector 

under the annual development programme to support the new agriculture policy agendas and 

objectives (Ahmed, 2018). A group of small scale landlords organized under the platform of the 

Sindh Agriculture and Research Council (SARC) had rejected the agriculture policy and consid-

ered it a deceiving tool. It alleged that policy is made under the loan project of the World Bank 

and the government did not consult with them for the preparation of the policy (Waseem, 

2018). 

 

1.2. Bonded Labour Law 

In 2018, neither the Sindh Bonded Labour System Abolition System Act 2016 was implemented 

nor was amended to the law to protect the rights of peasants who are made bonded on false 

and illegal pretexts.  

 

In February 2018, a Sindh government’s representative, Nisar Khuhro said that announced to 

frame the first labour policy and termed it “a framework of industrial relations, the social and 

economic well-being of the people of the province”. He added that the policy would also cover 

workers in the agriculture sector. He also claimed that policy also aims to eradicate child labour 

and bonded labour from Sindh (Mansoor, 2018; Hanif, 2018). 
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1.3. The Sindh Tenancy Act 

In 2018, the STA was also neither implemented nor amended to improve and update it for the 

protection and better of peasants’ rights, which are beneficial for the larger society and eradica-

tion of poverty. 

 

1.3.1. The STA’s Implementation Framework 

The STA governs the relationship between the landlords and tenants (peasants), fixes the respon-

sibilities of the parties, and sets a mechanism to resolve matters related to the tenancy rights 

(Hassan, 2000). The law entitles the peasants to have an equal share in crop production as part-

ners with the landlords, which had to be materialised through a written formal agreement (called 

the tenancy agreement). In the present times, the law is believed to be outdated (PILER, 2010); 

since it does not fully address the changing agricultural demands and practices and peasants 

rights. However, it does have some protection provisions, which in practice, have not been imple-

mented (Khoso, Khaskheli, and Kousar, 2016; Khoso, Khaskheli, and Kousar, 2017). Generally, 

peasants are not aware of the Act but if they might have come to know about it (lack of studies on 

peasants awareness on the Act), they might not use the law to seek justice (unless they did not 

have any way out to live and survive) since the number of peasants is higher, and the lands are 

fewer. If they insist on the formal agreement, they might not be given land to cultivate. Thus, 

peasants often informally start cultivating the land on the verbal agreement. As, the law has not 

been used to regulate relationship, and no studies are conducted to assess whether peasants 

were at their will to join the formal agreement with the landlord or not. Most of the researches 

are based on cases reported in the media. Therefore, it is difficult to gauge how much the Act 

could be a barrier to the peasants to enjoy their rights as an equal shareholder in crop production. 

However, on the one hand, the implementation framework within the Act and on the other hand, 

ground realities and practices enable the researcher to understand the discrepancies and inconsis-

tencies in the Act.    

 

1.3.2. Lacunae in the Act 

The Act grants the permanent tenancy rights to peasants who have cultivated four acres of land 

for three years continuously. It fixed 50 per cent (equal) share of the landlord and peasants from 

the total crop production. It also abolished beggar, abwab, haboob, and other taxes and services. 

The landlord could not evict the peasant (tenant), unless the revenue court (Mukhtiarkar or Assis-

tant Commissioner) order for such Act. However, the court would give one year notice for evic-

tion. The Act suggests the peasants register their place of living in the Records of Rights so that 

the government could provide them protection (Brohi, 2010).  

 

This legislative act has not adequately implemented because of the stronghold and power of big 

landlords, who always enjoyed a larger share from the production. The Act usually protects the 

rights of the peasants (tenants) who were eligible to be recognised or recorded as permanent ten-

ants. But the problem was four acres of land cultivated for four years. This provision left peasants 

without any rights. The landlords could have provided land to the peasants less than four acres or 
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changed peasants/tenants every two years from one piece of land to another piece of land (Ali, 

2014). The Act was unable to articulate and fix the number of working hours for peasants; thus, 

giving the landlords the opportunity to use indebted peasants and their families as long as they 

wanted. Therefore, the main objective of the Act to improve the working relationship between 

the weakest peasants and the strongest landlords could not be achieved  (Ali, 2014).    

 

In 2002, the Sindh High Court, Hyderabad Circuit gave a judgment on petitions related to peas-

ants and landlords conflict. The court had suggested the government to amend the Act of 1950. 

It also recommended Mukhtiarkar to mandatorily maintain and update the record of the tenan-

cies under the Act. In the absence of the record, the court had observed that the controversies 

arise in the relationship. It further added that such cases should be addressed by Tribunal 

headed by Civil Judge or Judicial Magistrate rather Mukhtiarkar (Arif, 2008). PILER (2010) ob-

served that a few changes were made in the Act in 2002, but major concerns were unaddressed 

that included lack of transparent record and documentation system of the financial transactions 

between the landlord and peasant, and no provision of special peasant courts to settle the dis-

putes between the two parties.       

 

One of the gaps in the Act is, it neither lays down a procedure for batai (allocation of share) nor 

suggests adopting documentation of giving and take of services and inputs. Batai takes places in 

the presence of both parties but done by dharwai (a person who weighs or measures the pro-

duce at batai- Section 2 (10)). The Act does not fix the criterion for selecting dharwai. Before the 

batai takes place, the total produce is deposited in a dero (a place). At the time of batai, the 

landlord deducts the debt/loan from the total production. If the parties’ dispute on any matter 

related to the tenancy including the debt, the Revenue Department appoints one person tribu-

nal headed by Mukhtiarkar; this appointment takes place if any of the parties lodge complaint 

against the other party. The parties did not have the right to engage a legal representative. 

PILER (2010: 33) says, “The lacunae in the law, the revenue department/administrative person-

nel's loyalty towards influential landlords and the vulnerable status of the tenant result in his 

gross exploitation by the landlord.” In case, a peasant opted to seek justice through the revenue 

department; he faced troubles and life threats to him and his family. It also includes registration 

of fabricated cases against him. If in case, revenue officers gave a verdict in favour of peasants, 

it becomes impossible for the peasant to get his share from the produce and continue to culti-

vate the land (PILER, 2010).  

 

1.3.3. Non-implementation and debt bondage  

Peasants could not enjoy the right to permanent tenancy because the landlords evicted them 

before the completion of four years. The bureaucracy had little choice but to keep the feudal 

support with it; thus, it did not disturb the feudal structure by supporting the peasants. Even 

though the law provided for an equal share in batai, but the landlords followed old batai system 

to deprive peasants of its equal share rather they were forced to pay rent to the landlords. Thus, 

she suggested that bureaucratic attempts to administer and protect the rights of peasants be-

come a tool for further abuse and exploitation (Brohi, 2010). The ineffectiveness of the Act was 
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an outcome of zamindari (landlord- also called wadera system) system, which in colonial times 

was legitimised and institutionalised, that continued to persist in the times when across the world, 

peasants were demanding to have a Universal Declaration on their rights. Peasants till today are 

controlled by the political and social system dominated by zamindaris who control the collective 

decision making bodies such as Jirgas. In the absence of a functional democratic alternative, the 

World Bank suggested that landlords/local elites could not be alienated from the political system 

because they were primary intermediaries with the government and poor people in rural areas 

depended on them (World Bank, 2002). In the given political scenario, it appears to have alterna-

tive systems, which support the system to alienate landlords from the administration of land and 

revenue system.  

 

Peasants’ vulnerability also comes from the revenue department’s poor record management sys-

tem, which did not maintain and update tenancies’ records. The system was created by the Brit-

ish; but it has become complicated and outdated with defects, which is often misused by the influ-

ential to the detriment of poor peasants (PILER, 2010). In the tenancy act, tenancy rights are the 

permanent rights to a peasant (section 10 of the Act) or tenant-at-will. PILER believes that the Act 

has become ineffective due to its non-implementation and dependency on the provincial and dis-

trict administration and the law, the Sindh Revenue Act and the Sindh Revenue Board. In case of 

any injustice or discrepancies in practices, both parties have the right to complain with the Ten-

ancy Tribunal headed by a Revenue Officer (known as Mukhtiarkar or Assistant Commissioner). 

Since the agreements are not signed and recorded at the revenue department, the Act’s imple-

mentation is questionable.   

 

In result of non-implementation and regulation of the relationship between landlords and peas-

ants under the Act, debt bondage increased. When debt bondage emerged or increased, no land-

lord liked to give an equal share to peasants; thus, tenancy remained futile subject (Arif, 2008). 

PILER (2010) also believes that the lacunae in the Act have resulted in an increase in bonded la-

bour in the agriculture sector. Most of the peasants as sharecroppers in Sindh were debt-bonded 

(Ercelawn and Nauman, 2001) and bonded peasants were unable to get protection under the Act 

of 1950 (Arif, 2008; Salim, 2008). The landlords argued that the BLSAA did not relate to peasants 

and the advance money given to peasants was in the context of taqaavi loan, which did come un-

der the BLSAA. In relations to these matters, the Government of Sindh made two amendments to 

the Act of 1950 to prohibit bonded labour under the law. In September 2002, in the first amend-

ment, easily evicted peasants at will were deleted and only left permanent peasants, and the pe-

riod to become permanent peasant was reduced, and begaar (free labour) from the family mem-

bers was banned. In the second amendment, in the same year, the landlords were prohibited to 

stop peasants on account of debt for any purpose or context; this way, peasants were allowed to 

seek work elsewhere. It was also inserted in the law that the landlord will recover from a peas-

ant’s share of production only if he has provided a loan to the peasants under an attested agree-

ment as given in the Act of 1950, and the case would be settled by the Tenancy Tribunal (Arif, 

2008). 
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In the tenancy arrangement, all cost related to labour and draught was the duty of the peasant, 

and in the result of his labour on the landlord’s land, he is provided to receive fifty per cent 

share in the total crop production. This traditional arrangement in the Act was made in light of 

the resources a peasant could have, which include bullocks for ploughing and half cost of inputs 

(for instance, seed and fertiliser). In the current times, with the modernisation of agriculture, 

the cost for the tenant has increased. Landlords aim for new cash crops (such as sugarcane, cot-

ton, vegetables, and fruits), which have greatly replaced food crops. Also, tractors have replaced 

bullocks. These all require heavy cash. Hussein et al. (2004) help to understand how in modern 

times, the Act appears to be less implementable. They view that in a traditional sharecropping 

arrangement under the tenancy, a peasant has to bear the cost of ploughing, land preparation 

and half the cost of seed, pesticides, and fertiliser. These expensive agriculture inputs and land-

lord’s wish to produce cash crops has shifted the burden and cost to peasant’s shoulder. A peas-

ant does not have bullocks, but he hires a tractor on the market rates. Since a peasant could not 

afford to pay these cash costs; he receives a loan from the landlord. The landlord also purchases 

inputs; thus, keeps 75 per cent of the share from the production and the peasants receive 25 

per cent. Therefore, a relation that was anchored on equality has slowly been transformed into 

a relationship of unfairness, which is subject to exploitation and abuse (Hussein et al., 2004; 

PILER, 2010). Poor peasants without formal education are in a vulnerable position to be ex-

ploited and abused by the landlords through various tactics (PILER, 2010) 

 

1.3.4. The case of Ghulam Ali and the way forward 

In a rare case of Ghulam Ali peasant who also had no formal agreement with the landlord was 

able to win his case before the Tenancy Tribunal Sinjhoro (in Sanghar district) in 2014. It is an-

other rare example in which the law was given its place based on the ground realities mentioned 

by Ali in his application rather on the written agreement. The tribunal had stopped the landlord 

from evicting Ali from the land which he has been cultivation more than three decades and also 

ordered the landlord to settle the dues. The case of Ali also reveals that peasants did not need 

to have formal agreement signed with the landlord (given under section 9 of the Act- the Record 

of Tenancy Rights), but he merely requires submitting an application along with details the land 

and his disputed concerns (under section 28 of the Act of 1950). However, is it viable for a peas-

ant to get his rights after having a dispute with the landlord? In Ali’s case, the landlord became 

more hostile towards Ali and his family members. Around three dozen people attacked Ali’s 

house, and beaten and evicted all family members and confiscated the only a few meagre as-

sets. The police did not take actions against the accused (Hisam, 2015). Ali’s case categorically 

reveals that whether a peasant had the formal tenancy rights (under Section 9 of the Act) or not 

but the law is implementable in its current form. In 2014, HRCP reported various cases of non-

payment of dues, harassment, eviction of peasants from the lands and depriving of farm work-

ers of their wages from different districts in Sindh that includes 12 cases from Sanghar and five 

cases from Umerkot. These people had filed cases under the Act of 1950 to be decided by the 

Tenancy Tribunal (HRCP, 2015). The outcome of these cases was unknown.  

 

Implementation of the Act in its current status has been a great concern of all in the develop-
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ment sector (i.e., NGOs, INGOs, 

and UN agencies), the media and 

academia but assessment of its 

implementation framework (i.e., 

its effectiveness) has not gained 

proper attention. The cases of 

Jumman Bheel and Bharo Bheel 

and Ali suggest that the Act is im-

plementable and it offers protec-

tions to peasants. However, these 

cases are those which have gained 

attention because the media high-

lighted them, but what is happen-

ing on the ground is rarely stud-

ied. In this brief review (section), 

an attempt has been made see 

how much research studies, arti-

cles, columns, and monographs 

have taken the matter of imple-

mentation of the Sindh Tenancy 

Act seriously and provided ade-

quate insight into the matter. The 

brief review of the literature 

shows that the STA’s implementa-

tion framework has not been the 

focus of research studies, reports, 

and media articles. Therefore, it is 

necessary to conduct a survey/

research to understand the possi-

ble barriers to its implementation 

and how much it is effective in its 

current form, and how it could be 

implemented.  
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2.1. Representation of peasants in the pro-

vincial assembly of Sindh (PAS) 

The tenure from 2018 to 2022: On the web-

site of the provincial assembly of Sindh, of the 

total 167 members of provincial assembly 

(MPA), only 21 MPAs’ professions were men-

tioned as landlord; 13 mentioned as an agri-

culturist, which is modern name of the land-

lord. Almost 104 MPAs professions were not 

mentioned; most of these belong to PPPP, 

and PPPP is the only feudal party with highest 

numbers of landlords. For instance, Muham-

mad Taimur Talpur from Umerkot, Madad Ali 

Khan from Sanghar, and Mujeeb ul Haq from 

Dadu, Siraj Durani from Shikarpur, Sohail An-

war from Larkana, and Sohrab Khan Sarki 

from Jacobabad- a few to mention. Many like them were either landlord or belonged to feudal 

families. 

 

From 2008 to 2013, in the provincial assembly of Sindh, 39 MPAs had declared their professions as 

landlords but without mentioning how much the land they were holding. The majority of them 

were associated with PPPP. There were also some female MPAs belonging to the landlord and 

feudal families; however, their professions were not indicated on the provincial assembly’s web-

site. Those female MPAs included: Marvi Rashdi (from Pagara family, a powerful landlord in the 

province), Ms Saira Shahliani (daughter of a landlord), Ayesha Khoso (from a landlord family in 

Jacobabad), Dr Sajeela Leghari (from landlord family in Dadu, her cousin MPA Imran Zafar Leghari 

had declared himself a landlord), and Naz Ali Bozdar (from a landlord family in Ghotki). During 

2008 and 2013, some male MPAs owned many thousands of acres of lands, however, they had 

not identified themselves as landlords; among them were: Sardar Mir Ghulam Abid, Muhammad 

Bachal Shah Khan Sundrani from Kashmore, Arif Mustafa Jatoi, Aziz Ahmed Jatoi, Muhammad Ali 

Malkani, and Bashir Ahmed Khan Leghari (from Badin). 

 

For the tenure of five years from 2013 to 2018, 42 MPAs in the PAS had declared their professions 

as landlords, and 9 of them identified themselves as agriculturalists who are chiefly landlords. In 

all the previous assemblies, including the present one, the majority of MPAs were landlords or 

landlords’ family members. For the tenure from 2013 to 2018, 69 MPAs were landlords, which 

constituted 42 per cent of the total MPAs in the assembly and who covered more than 90 per cent 

of rural areas where their tyrannical criminal structural system thrashed peasants' lives. Of the 

total 69 landlords, the majority 57 (84 per cent) were with PPPP, 7 with PML (F), 4 with PML (N) 

and 1 with National Peoples Party (Khoso, Khaskheli, & Kousar, 2017). 
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CHAPTER 3: BONDED LABOUR 

 

3.1. Slavery Index 

Agriculture employs about 45 per cent of the total work-

force in Pakistan. The sector is characterised by skewed 

land ownership and exploitative practices and policies for 

poor peasants, who become and remain bonded labourers 

for generations. About 64 per cent of the land is owned by 

only five per cent of the large land-holders; whereas 88 

per cent of households in Sindh had no land. Agriculture is 

the only sector where slavery is prevalent in all kinds of 

forms; slavery in the name of debt, slavery in the name of 

the house, slavery in the name of no other land, slavery in 

the name of power and exploitation (Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development, 

2018). 

 

HWA and other organisations observed the horrible human rights abuse of men, women and 

children in bonded labour in the agriculture sector. Notwithstanding, the laws meant to abolish 

and punish the practice of debt bondage, it continues to grow with impunity. Various organisa-

tions such as HRCP, Bhandar Hari Sangat and other organisations continued to provide legal aid 

to peasants in rural areas of Sindh for their release from the bondage. By November 2017, HRCP 

had recorded release of 2,818 peasants from the captivity of landlords (HRCP, 2018). Most often 

the cases of release of bonded labourers are not reported. It appears that the media person or 

the media houses have lost news-ness in the bonded labour issue.  
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The Global Slavery Index 

2018 says that there were over 

3 million people under bonded 

labour in Pakistan. As per 

Global Slavery Index 2018, 

Pakistan ranks eight among 

167 nations. 
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During 2018, 86 cases of bonded labourers’ release and escape from the captivity of the land-

lords were reported in local Sindhi and Urdu media; of the total, only five were escaped news-

cases. In all cases, 1421 bonded labourers were released and escaped, which include 485 

women and 494 children.  Of the total, 44 people had escaped from the captivity of landlords. 

Of the total, 8 cases were reported in Jang newspaper, 10 in daily Jurrat, 32 in daily Kawish, and 

37 in daily Sindh Express. 

The feudal lord landscape is full of thousands of tragic stories of peasants, and 45-year-old Anita 

Kohli’s story is one of those. In her struggle get her family members freed from the landlord, she 

was pushed by the landlord’s men. She fell to the ground and ended up in the District Headquar-

ter Hospital Badin. Since then she is in a state of coma whereas her family is on the run, evading 

the threats and serious consequences. The family does not want to speak with any lawyer or 

NGO (Hussain, 2018). Some individuals and organisations are advocating for the rights of peas-

ants and bonded labourers. Ram Kolhi is a lawyer and activist Ram Kohli. He has assisted in the 

emancipation of around 80 to 100 families in collaboration with HRCP and other locals. 

 

Unfortunately, NGOs and individual lawyers most often work for the bonded labourers when 

they have money. NGOs continue to help if donors are helping, but when funding stops, all kinds 

of activities come to a halt. The lawyer fraternity is also least willing to take pro-bono cases or 

cases in which they have the least financial support. Most often junior level lawyers file Habeas 

Corpus (illegal detention complaints with the judiciary) without evoking bonded labours provi-

sions in the Bonded Labour System Abolition Act 1992. Thus, the judges only attempt to get 

bonded labour families recovered, and then release them. In these cases, landlords do not get 

punished. 
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Laws prevail to eradicate the bonded labour issue; however, implementation is a major hurdle. 

In April 2016, Sindh adopted the Sindh Bonded Labour System Abolition Act, 2015 (SBLSAA). The 

Act abolishes the bonded labour system. The Section 4 (2) also mentions: “No person shall make 

any advance under, or in pursuance of, the bonded labour system or compel any person to ren-

der any bonded labour or another form of forced, labour.” The landlords often claim that they 

had given money/debt to a Hari, it is not pointed out that detaining somebody on account of 

debt is prohibited in the law. The courts often grant freedom to bonded labour under Section 

491 of the criminal procedure code (CrPC) and Habeas Corpus. In Section 6, the SBLSAA 2015 

also grants the bonded labourers the right to their confiscated property; however, this provision 

has not been taken into account in the court proceedings. The violator of such a section could 

be given a sentence from two to five years and fined to pay not less than Rs100,000 (Hussain, 

2018). 

 

The runaway peasants or released peasants stories revolve around feudal and political land-

scape which controls the tenancy system; thus, the majority of the peasants works for landlords 

and are vulnerable to all kinds of abuse and exploitation. It is not only the bonded labour act, 

and the tenancy act’s non-implementation creates the problems, but these laws have serious 

weaknesses related to their implementation framework as indicated in Chapter One (laws and 

policies). The Act of 1950 still protects peasants, but peasants (or their advocates) rarely invoke 

the related provisions to get their rights. The amendment to the STA by the feudal PPPP in 2013 

had inflicted damage to the rights of peasants and further weakened the STA framework. PPPP 

drives its electoral power from rural parts of Sindh. Through this amendment, the PAS had de-

leted the following: “But the landlord shall not take any free labour from the tenant or a mem-

ber of his family against his will.”  The feudal assembly had ‘legalised slavery’ (Khan, 2018). Not 

only landlords and feudal lords but the legislators from urban areas belong to so-called progres-

sive parties also clearly denied the rights of the peasant class. The landlords always take beggar 

(free labour) from peasants. Across the province the most common practice related to tenancy 

contract between the landlords and peasants are verbal; the landlords maintain records whey 

peasants take, but there is no record of the agreement between them and also no record of 

what peasants provided to the land and landlords.  

 

In practical terms, the relationship between peasants and the landlords is ungoverned by any 

law. Peasants are not registered as permanent tenants as the Act of 1950 says. Generally, the 

peasants share expenses for all inputs which are incurred by the landlords. The landlords buy 

themselves or through local money lenders. The money lenders charge higher interests rates 

which continue to multiply. As an example, the local lender offers the urea bag at Rs2400 on 

loan which in the local market is sold between Rs1600 to 1700. At the time of distribution of 

crops, the loan is adjusted, and in this case, the production is sold to the same moneylender 

(Khan, 2018).  

 

Peasants did not have a chance to sell their products to anyone but to the money lender on the 

lowest rates. On the other hand, the landlords share their accounts of expenditures and loans, 
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and all expenses are settled at the time of harvest. The landlords continue to supply irrigation 

water, tractors, fertilisers, seeds and pesticides. Peasants entirely depend on the landlord to 

meet their day to day needs.  

 

After the amendment in the STA in 2013, the law has become weak but yet still to some extent 

hold the landlords accountable. Over the years, the government of Sindh has made around ten 

amendments in the STA; however, all changes are meant to cut the rights of peasants. It is solely 

because Sindh’s political landscape is dominated and governed by the feudal class and the feu-

dal mentality, who are supported by their counterparts in urban areas. Unfortunate, the STA 

asks for setting up mechanism of tribunals to resolve the matters between the peasants and 

landlords, but no such permanent forums are available; the most often issues are resolved by 

the local bureaucracy in the revenue department. A draft amendment bill prepared by the NGOs 

had proposed that the tribunals should be brought under the judicial magistrates and removed 

from the ambit of taluka level assistant commissioners; another draft bill proposed for allowing 

the peasants to challenge the decision of the lower courts in the higher courts, which in the STA 

is not allowed. The decision by the tribunal headed by the assistant commissioner shall be final 

and not challengeable any other court.  

 

The issue of debt bondage is also an outcome of the non-implementation of STA. In the STA, the 

landlord could stop peasants if peasants had to pay the loan to the landlord but in any payment 

of advances to peasants is prohibited under Sindh Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act 2015 

and on account of debt, the landlord cannot stop peasants to leave. 

 

In 2012 estimated, 13.46 million people were employed in Sindh. Of these, around 7.74m were 

employed in rural areas. The vast majority of them worked as sharecroppers (landless peasants) 

and wage labour but without any formal contract. The trade unionist Nasir Mansoor said that 

the STA has become out of date; escape and getting peasants freed from bondage is not a solu-

tion to the issue but completely a new consultation is required to look at the peasant and land-

lord relationship (Khan, 2018). 

 

3.2. Conference calls for the elimination of bonded labour 

On 2 March 2018, in Hyderabad, HRCP organised a conference on the bonded labour issue and 

demanded to eliminate bonded labour. The speakers insisted the government and concerned 

authorities take concrete and meaningful measures to abolish the bonded labour system, reha-

bilitate the liberated peasants and stop the fresh wave of bonded labourers triggered by the oc-

cupation of sweet water lakes in Sindh. They regretted that despite the passage of 26 years, the 

Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1992, had never been implemented (Pakistan Today, 

2018). 

 

3.3. Bonded Labour Survey in TMK and TAY 

In 2018, the Rural Support Programmes Network (RSPN) conducted a household survey to un-

derstand the reasons, prevalence and practices of the bonded labour in Tando Mohammad 



Khan (TMK) and Tando Allahyar (TAY) districts. Also, the purpose of the survey was to learn 

about different forms of bonded labour and mechanisms to address the issue. Most of the re-

spondents in the survey and FGDs belonged to the Hindu community. They informed about vari-

ous issues. In the survey, 37 respondents (out of 100) said that their children (especially girls) 

did not go to school but worked along with them. The majority shared that they were working in 

the brick kiln and agriculture sectors because of poverty and also because they had to pay back 

the loan to the brick kiln owners and landlords.  

 

The survey reveals that the issue of bonded labour is severe in both districts especially for non-

Muslim communities which were economically and socially marginalised and deprived of basic 

rights to health and education.  It reveals that “the prime reasons of the prevalence of bonded 

labourer are poverty, lack of irrigation water, and non-implementation of the laws, and control 

of landlord over the police and the community’s redressal mechanisms” (Rural Support Pro-

gramme Network, 2019: 26). It shows that most of the people were unaware of the laws and 

their rights to leave and continue to work at the workplace without affecting their honour and 

dignity. The respondents were reluctant to share the facts due to ‘Fear and Violence’ factor. In 

the feudal political landscape, most sufferers were women in the hands of landlords and brick 

kiln owners. They were abused and harassed and without any protection; however, the perpe-

trators enjoyed the total immunity. Almost all the respondents were not aware of their legal 

rights and the existing redressal mechanisms to get justice; a few were aware, but they lacked 

proper guidance and support to lodge complaints. They were scared of serious repercussions if 

once they made a complaint against the landlord. Thus, most of the complaints related to wage, 

share in the crop production, harassment, tortures, abuse, and exploitations were overlooked. 

The findings clearly show that law and the relevant policies’ implementation did not take place 

on the ground. Therefore a large number of families in the two districts were suffering as 

bonded labourers. The police were not known as friendly and considered as a powerful tool of 

the powerful/landlord to harass and torture the peasants. Therefore, accessing or approaching 

the police was deemed as a difficult last option. 

 

3.4. Empowering landless farmers in Sindh by improving land tenancy 

The European Union (EU) has funded 4 million Euros to the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO) for bringing improvement in the land tenancy for the landless peas-

ants. The project’s (titled as ‘Improved Land Tenancy in Sindh Province) was launched in Karachi. 

The project in the four years to benefit 12,600 households in eight districts of Sindh including 

Dadu, Jamshoro, Larkana, TMK, Matiari,  TAY,  Mirpurkhas, and Sujawal. Under the project, 

4,800 informal tenancy agreements between peasants and landlords and 504 peasants’ field 

schools and women open schools will be part started to help to improve livelihoods and reduc-

ing poverty in the targeted districts (FAO, 2018). 

 

3.5. Bonded Labour Documentary  

Fergal McCarthy travelled to Sindh-Pakistan and met with one of one of the communities the 

Parki Kohli people- a group of Hindu community. Fergal McCarthy made a documentary on their 
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lives. She found them a poor group of people living on the fringes of society. They cleaned 

street, sewers and did jobs which most did not do; thus, they were known or considered as the 

untouchables. The Parki Kohli people are poor and marginalised. For survival, they needed a 

loan from owners and landlords. Poor groups like the Parki Kohli people are more vulnerable to 

this situation. The documentary depicts that many of the families were living as bonded labour-

ers and unable to pay debts for generations (Lalor, 2018) 
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4.1. UN Committee on the CESCR has failed  

HWA regrets that the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) had given 

the least space to the peasants’ issues and rights in the Concluding Observations and Recom-

mendations on the initial report of Pakistan, which the Committee had adopted in June 2017. In 

November 2004, Pakistan had signed the UN Convent on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

with reservations, which Pakistan withdrew in April 2008, and became a party to the Covenant 

in totality. After the succession to the Covenant, Pakistan had to submit the initial report in 

2010, but submitted it six years late in October 2016, which raises questions the efficiency and 

capability of the Ministry of Human Rights of Pakistan and the other relevant human rights insti-

tutions, which were unable to submit the reports in a due time. It is also lamentable that the 

Committee in the Concluding Observations and Recommendations had unfortunately not recog-

nised Pakistani peasants as peasants instead labelled them as farmers, which is against the UN’s 

draft declaration on the rights of peasants and other people in rural areas. They should be 

known as treated as peasants as defined in the UN draft declaration. 

 

However, the more worrisome news in the Concluding Observations and Recommendations is, 

the Committee has covered only land rights of peasants in Sindh and Balochistan in just two 

brief paragraphs (67 and 68). However, the large number of peasants facing hardships in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab provinces, especially peasants in Okara and their struggle are not 

mentioned in the Concluding Observations and Recommendations. The Committee also did not 

give specific recommendations that have caused havoc for peasants in Sindh for centuries rather 

dealt the matter with general recommendations related to land reforms. It urges Pakistan to 

take measures but lacks to mention any specific measures. HWA is deeply concerned that the 

existing peasants and small-scale landholders were losing lands and rights to cultivate lands 

through the mutual partnerships of the government of Sindh, feudal lords, and the private cor-

porations in the name of projects like the World Bank and the Government of Sindh’s the Sindh 

Agriculture Project. It appears that the UN’s Committee system does not provide space and sup-

port to small-scale organisations to participate in drafting the final reports by the Committee. 

The Committee had never widely published or circulated the news of taking part in the Commit-

tee’s relevant proceedings. It is also regrettable that in Pakistan, UN’s system did not exist which 

could update, encourage and support the local organisations to get engaged in the Committee’s 

dialogue with the state party (Pakistan) (Mathrani, 2019, December 10). 

 

4.2. UN General Assembly adopts Peasant Rights declaration 

On 17 December 2018, in its 73 Session, the UN General Assembly in New York had adopted the 

UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas. The declara-

tion has become an international legal instrument. It requires now to mobilise support at the 

regional and national levels for its implementation. Of the total 193 states, the declaration re-

ceived 121 votes in favour, eight votes against and 54 were absent. For making it a UN Declara-

tion, the international peasant movement La Via Campesina had 17 years struggle.  



 

In 2018, following relevant things took place for making a Declaration: 

• “Geneva: In April, after six years of negotiations, the 5th Open-ended Intergovernmental 

Working Group of the Human Rights Council (HRC) concluded the debates on the content, 

finalising the text. In September, the HRC (39th Session) adopted the Declaration by a major-

ity vote. 

• Rome: In October, during the 45th Forum of the Global Committee for Food Security, La Via 

Campesina together with the Civil Society Mechanism and with the support of several coun-

tries and UN institutions, organised a political event promoting the Declaration under the 

framework of the Decade for Family Farming. 

• New York: In November the Declaration reached the process of the United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA). On November 19th, the Declaration was voted and approved with a large 

majority by the Third Committee of UNGA, responsible for social, humanitarian and cultural 

matters. Lastly, UNGA’s plenary vote from today concluded the adoption process. A new 

stage will follow, a stage of implementation, transforming the aspirations of La Via Cam-

pesina into solutions for the daily struggles of the rural society” (La Via Campesina, 2018). 

 

 

4.3. HWA’s Press release urging Pakistan to vote in favour of the Declaration 

On 20 August 2018, HWA and La Via Campesina through a press statement had urged the newly 

elected Imran Khan, the Prime Minister of Pakistan and H.E. Ambassador Ahmad Warraich in 

Switzerland to support and vote in favour of the UN Declaration on Rights of Peasants and Other 

People Working in Rural Areas, which has been finalized after many years of negotiations. HWA 

said that Imran Khan had committed in his first speech on the 19th July that he would work for 

downtrodden and marginalised people, and the support to the declaration is one way of show-

ing respect to his commitments. The press statement said that the text of the finalized UN Dec-

laration on the Peasants Rights is not only representing the rights of 1.2 billion peasants and 

other families in rural areas in the world but it also represents more than 60 per cent Pakistan’s 

peasants and rural people who are backbone of the agriculture which supports other important 

sectors of the economy that include foreign trade, sugar mills, cotton industry, dairy industry 

and others. However, these people are facing continuous violation of their rights in the shape of 

eviction from their lands and territories, unfavourable production and market policies, poor 

working conditions, ongoing criminalisation, and killings, among others. This situation is ex-

tremely disturbing for billions of peasants and other people working in rural areas.  

 

4.4. HWA’s letter to Pakistani Ambassador in Washington DC, USA 

HWA had sent a letter to H. E. Ali Jehangir Siddiqui Pakistani Ambassador in Washington DC, 

USA to support and vote in favour of the UN Declaration on Rights of Peasants and Other People 

Working in Rural Areas. HWA is pleased that Pakistan had supported the Declaration in Novem-

ber in Geneva and in December in New York. 
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4.5. Why the International Day of Peasants' Struggles is important 

Peasants and small farmers make up half of the world population and grow at least 70% of the 

world's food (pdf). This group includes small-scale farmers, pastoralists, landless people, peasant 

fishers and indigenous people all around the world. 

 

However, despite the importance of this group, its contribution is far from being recognised. Ru-

ral people have very little visibility on the public scene and "peasants", in most places, are 

looked down on and often considered "ignorant", "backwards" or "underdeveloped". 

 

This contempt goes hand in hand with the free market policies in force for more than three dec-

ades that have banked (or placed a bet?) on the disappearance of peasants' agriculture to be 

replaced by large agribusiness corporations and international 

trade. 

 

The most recent session of the UN Human Rights Council once 

again showed that the word "peasant" remains politically sen-

sitive. Under pressure from some European countries, the use 

of the expression "rights of peasants" was replaced by the less 

threatening "rights of people working in rural areas". They 

seem to fear to give too much political weight to a large num-

ber of people whose trade has largely remained outside the capitalist economy. 

 

However, over the last two decades, peasants, landless people and family farmers have organ-

ised themselves to reclaim their right to protect their livelihoods, to defend small-scale agricul-

ture and to have their voices heard at international level. The international farmer's movement 

La Via Campesina (pdf) was created in 1993, uniting at global level national organisations and 

unions that had been active for years in their own country or region. 

 

"One of the most important things that we have learned while building of our movement has 

been our ability to rebuild our pride of being peasants," explained Paul Nicholson, a Basque 

farmer, one of the founders of the movement. "Now we are proud to be recognised by major 

institutions such as the FAO and the human right councils." 

 

With the start of the food crisis in 2007 and the increasing number of hungry people in the 

world, the tide has started to turn. The blind promise that agribusiness would feed the world 

appeared to be a fiction, and more and more people, governments and institutions are recognis-

ing that there will be no solution to the current crisis without the participation of small-scale 

farmers. 

 

The climate crisis also reveals the limitations of the agro-industrial mode of production, which is 

extremely fueled hungry and destroys soils and nature. Sustainable agriculture and local food 

markets, on the other hand, show a remarkably positive impact on climate (pdf). 

“We should celebrate one of 

the largest but least recog-

nised groups in the world, 

who grow most of the food 

we eat” says Henry Saragih. 



 

It is in this context of food and climate crises that thou-

sands of people in hundreds of local groups and organisa-

tions around the world celebrated the International Day of 

Peasants' Struggles on 17 April. All kinds of activities were 

organised – land occupations and other direct actions, film 

screenings and cultural events, conferences, farmers' mar-

kets and public debates. 

 

The event marks the repression of a group of landless farm-

ers in Brazil who were struggling for their right to the land. 

On 17 April 1996, in the Amazonian state of Pará, at Eldo-

rado dos Carajás, state military police massacred peasants 

organised in the Movement of Landless Rural Workers 

(MST). 

 

Thousands of peasants and those who advocate on their 

behalf are still oppressed, intimidated, arrested and killed 

as they struggle for land, food, economic opportunity and 

human rights – even though they are the very same men 

and women who are feeding the world. Henry Saragih 

wrote the article. Courtesy: The Guardian. 
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Peasants and organisations (working for the rights of peasants in Sindh) should connect with 

growing rights-based movements across the globe (especially La Via Campesina) and struggle for 

the recognition of peasants in the international human rights system, such as HRC and UPR. 

 

In 2018, the Sindh Land Reform Movement (SLRM) was silent. It did not come forward to issue 

any policy statements on the Sindh Agriculture Policy and the labour policy. It should take part 

in the ongoing deliberations on the policies introduced by the government. 

 

From the peasants’ rights perspective, independent studies are needed to assess the short and 

long-term (negative and positive) impacts of the World Bank’s loan project in Sindh. 

 

The civil society organisations should come forward to assess the effectiveness of the Sindh Ag-

riculture Policy drafted under the World Bank project, and campaign against harmful impacts of 

the policy on the peasants. 

 

Peasants have to come forward and change their settled thinking that the struggle for the re-

forms is only brought about by the middle and educated class, they must take matters into their 

own hands and not serve as puppets in the struggle for their own rights.  

 

Peasants and organisations working for the rights of peasants should not limit their struggle for 

registering peasants and fishers under the SIRA (Sindh Industrial Relation Act) but struggle for 

more specific laws in light of the upcoming UN declaration on the rights of peasants and other 

rural workers. 

 

The GoS should amend the SBLSAA, the STA, and the PPC to increase the punishment to at least 

five years, and make the offense of keeping people in bondage non-bailable and non-

compoundable. 

 

The GoS should take measures to implement the SBLSAA and the STA and register peasants or 

tenants under the STA and ensure that all peasants are provided agreements under the STA. The 

amendments should be in light of the draft UN declaration on the rights of peasants, the Inter-

national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966), and the Peasants’ Charter 

(1981).  

 

The GoS should not abide with the corporate approach (primarily based on profit maximisation 

by any means) of the World Bank, and the Sindh Agriculture Policy should draft in light of the 

draft UN declaration on the peasants’ rights.  

 



The GoS should take measures to rehabilitate released or escaped bonded peasants and should 

provide all basic human rights services in peasant (Hari) camps until they are rehabilitated. 

There should also be skills and training programmes for residents in peasant camps. 

 

Sindh’s nationalist political party leaders should come forward and show proof that they have 

formal tenancy contracts with their peasants. 

 

The GoS should launch another mega phase of landless peasants’ projects around newly estab-

lished NaiGaj Dam, Rainree Canal and Darawat Dam. 

 

The GoS should ensure implementation of laws against bonded labour as the most vulnerable 

sections of society and themselves in conditions of virtual slavery. 
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